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Public preferences and policy evaluation of air pollution control: Taking the
haze governance in Xi’ an as an example

YAN Yan YAO Liuyang XU Tao ZHAO Minjuan

( Applied Economic Research Center College of Economics and Management Northwest A&F University Yangling 712100 China)

Abstract: As the air resource is a public property it makes air pollution control more dependent on policy guid—
ance and regulation. It is helpful to enhance the policy implementation and public support by incorporating the
public preferences to air pollution control into related governance policies. Based on the choice experiments we
quantified the public preferences to air pollution control with the help of multinomial logit model and random pa-—
rameter logit model and made a consistent evaluation on the existing air pollution control policies with public
preferences. The results show that: (1) Public preferred air pollution control and their welfare could be signifi—
cantly improved by any air pollution control; it indicated that the public was more preferred air pollution control
than economic growth. (2) The public preferences to air pollution control were significantly heterogeneous. ( 3)

For air pollution control " Shaanxi’s 13th Five — Year of Environmental Plan was more suitable for the Xi’an’ s
public preferences than the " Outline of China 13th Five — Year Plan". The results show that an attempt of locali—
zing on the basis of national policies that has been made in Shaanxi Province is more in line with the public pref—
erences and that has important reference significance to other places. In addition the formulation of ecological
environment management policies in the future needs to incorporate more public preferences in order to compen—
sate for the information asymmetry between policy makers and the public so as to enhance the policy effect and
public satisfaction.

Key words: public preferences; policy evaluation; air pollution control; choice experiment; ecological environ—

ment management
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